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Vo IX. 


OurBREAK OF PLEURO-PNEUMONIA. 


Mr. H. King-Shaw, F.R.C.V.S., has discovered 
pleuro-pneumonia in a cow-shed in the East of Lon- 
don. This outbreak will necessitate the slaughter 
of 50 other cattle on the premises, but as the diseased 
cow was only purchased on November 4th last search 
will have to be made farther away for the source of 
infection. The cow was bought at Romford Market, 
and it is significant that the last outbreak of ‘‘ pleuro”’ 
in England was iound in Essex. This case is one of 
long standing and if its history can be traced the 
authorities may find some ccnnection with the previous 
outbreak in Essex, or possibly may discover another 
centre which is related to both infections. 

The success which has been achieved over pleuro- 
pneumonia is in no way weakened by this discovery. 
The lesson taught is the difficulty of stamping out a 
disease which has along period of latency and the 
necessity of tracing back if possible to find the source 
of infection in every case. 

Whenever a real attempt is made to stamp out 
glanders or tuberculosis, the last years of these 
plagues will be marked by widely separated, occasional 
cases of long standing disease, which will probably 
defy all-attempts to trace back to their source. Here 
fortunately the analogy will cease. No slaughter of 
all in contact will be necessary to detect possible in- 
fection, for mallein and tuberculin will disclose the 
diseases as effectually as a post-mortem examination. 


Our Canpip FRienps. 


Our thanks are given to the gentlemen who have 
favoured us with criticism and suggestions. As to 
editing manuscripts we plead not guilty to making 
unfair alterations. We confess to occasionally alter- 
ing a@ word and sometimes in the case of anonymous 
contributions deleting a sentence or two. More than 
once to have published a letter in full would have in- 
vited an action for libel. Not by way of complaint 
but as an explanation we may state that when we 
think a paragraph can be made less ambiguous we 
have taken the liberty of altering it. 1f any gentle- 
man would prefer his contribution to be printed 
verbatim et literatim he may depend on our carrying 


out his orders—there are occasions in which this 


would not improve the article. 

_ That the paper would be improved by being enlarged 

is true, but this means expense and greater efforts and 

expenditure of time in finding suitable matter to fill. 
friends may have noticed that extra columns are 

. “er added. The exigencies of printing do not ad- 
It of two extra pages, so when enlargement is made 


we have to go from 12 to 16 pages, and then material 
must be found to fill them. 

As to the reports of Society Meetings it is evident 
we cannot alter them. What the secretaries send us 
we print, and ifreaders do not always feel interested in 
the proceedings of all societies it must be remembered 
that the members of each society desire to see their 
own report as the secretary sends it. We refrain 
from criticising these reports. We are glad to pub- 
lish them, and hope that allowance may be made for 
the difficulty in many small towns of obtaining good 
reporters for technical subjects. The most serious 
objection we have to some reports of meetings is that 
they are not full enough. . 

As to clinical cases we shall say little in this note. 
We do not believe that payment would attract them, 
and we greatly doubt if it would not prevent some 
of the best being sent. Clinical cases are un- 
obtainable except by the voluntary act of practitioners. 

We quite feel the imperfection of the paper. Our 
excuse is that we are only amateurs, devoting spare 
time from practice to conducting a journal as well as 
we can. Sometimes the work is distinctly irksome, 
but we shall keep pegging away, and hope to improve 
by experience. 


WARRANTIES AT AUCTION. . 


The rule at horse repositories where sales by auc- 
tion are regularly conducted has been to accept, 
within reasonable limits, the description or warranty 
sent by the vendor with the horse. In the “ Condi- 
tions of Sale ’’ there is a notice that—all horses re- 
turned for not answering the description must be re- 
turned by (a time generally extending to 48 hours) 
and shall then be tried by the auctioneers or by some 
person appointed by them whose decision shall be 
final and binding. Sometimes the alleged error in 
the description or warranty is a question of soundness 
and then a veterinary certificate must accompany 
the horse. Many warranties which make no use of 
the word ‘sound’ are erroneous on some point 
which implies a veterinary question, as when horses 
are described as fit for some special purpose the 
must be reasonably capable for that purpose. i 
horse sold as ‘quiet to ride’’ must be capable of 
work in the saddle, a horse sold as “ quiet in har- 
ness’’ must be capable of work in harness, a horse 
sold as ‘‘ a good charger” must be capable of being 
ridden with troups. In all these cases there may be 
physical conditions of the horse which render him 
incapable of doing the work he is described as fit for, 
and these are cases in which veterinary opinion is as 
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often required as in cases of direct warranty of 
soundness. 

Notwithstanding the clearness ef these auction 
rules many vendors have been surprised to find their 
horses returned as not answering the description. 
Sometimes the error is wilful, and given with a hope 
that it may not be discovered until the time for return 
mentioned in the conditions of sale has lapsed. The 
conditions of sale are binding and have been over and 
over again upheld in the law-courts. Only one con- 
dition will allow a buyer to fail in returning a horse 
within the specified time and that is, when the animal 
is in such a state that it is legally impossible to com- 
ply with the rule. For instance a horse may be so 
ill that sending him back to the repository would en- 
danger his life, or he may be suffering from some 
disease, such as glanders, which prevents him being 
moved. In such cases notice of the condition must 
be delivered within the specified time. A purchaser 
has also a remedy at law, outside of the conditions of 
sale, if he can prove fraud or wilful misrepresentation 
on the part of the seller. 

But the majority of erroneous descriptions are due 
to the ignorance of the seller, who may quite honestly 
describe a horse in such a manner as to render it 
returnable. The full meaning of a warranty is too 
often misunderstood, hence the frequent disputes be- 
tween buyer and seller, and a good deal of the preju- 
dice against buying at auction where a thorough trial 
before purchase is impossible. 

With the new year a step has been taken by the 
two great London auctions—Tattersall’s and Ald- 
ridge’s—which will be of the greatest assistance both 
to buyer and seller. On their catalogues are now 
published definitions of the principal descriptions 
used. These definitions are clearly expressed and 
well drawn as a guide to their customers. They 
should do much to prevent disappointment, but as 
there will always remain fools and rogues, the services 
of veterinary surgeons are likely to be required with 
increased frequency a/ter the sales. 


‘“‘Soundness”’ is so often a matter of degree that | 


differences of opinion must constantly occur, and such 
terms as ‘workably sound’’ or “incapable of 
reasonable work” imply a condition about which 
men of equal practical knowledge and scientific 
attainments may hold opposite views. To all 
careful people the new definitions will be most useful. 
Probably vendors will be more limited in their use of 
descriptive adjectives than has been the case in the 
past. If they are not, purchasers will be able to buy 


with the most perfect confidence in securing good 
horses, or in returning them after a two day’s trial. | 
Here are the new definitions and rules. ' 


The Warranties of Horses sold at thi 
defined in the Conditions of Sale, 


Horses described as— 
GOOD HUNTERS must be sound in wind and 


eyes, quiet to ride, have been hr ; 
capable of being hunted. inted, and be 


GOOD HACKS must be sound in wi 
quiet to ride, and not lame. — ”" and eyes, 
GOOD CHARGERS must be quiet to ride 
pe troops, sound in win : 
ame. 


uiet 
and eyes, and not 


GOOD BROUGHAM or BUGGY HORSES, 
GOOD WHEELERS or LEADERS, must be 
sound in wind and eyes, quiet in the harness 
specified, and not lame. 

GOOD POLO PONIES answer the description if 
they will go to a ball, can be played, and are 
workably sound. 

Hunters, Hacks, Chargers, Polo Ponies, Harness 
Horses, Brougham and Buggy Horses, Wheelers 
or Leaders, without the word “Good” are not 
warranted beyond that the animal so described 


have been so used. ; 
Horses described with “good action” must not be 


ame. 

Horses sold with a warranty that they are quiet to 
ride or drive must also be workably sound, and 
not have any infirmity or disease that may ren- 
der them incapable of reasonable work. 

Horses that have been unnerved must be sold with- 
out any warranty as to soundness in limb. 

A Veterinary Certificate must be sent with all 
horses returned for not answering any warranty 
of soundness. 

The word ‘“‘ good’”’ is the great qualification, and 
when prefixed to Hunters, Hacks, Chargers, or to 
Brougham and Buggy horses, or to Leaders and 
Wheelers warrants them ‘“‘ sound in wind and eyes.” 
For all these classes, except Hunters, the word 
‘‘go0d’’ also guarantees horses to be ‘‘ not lame.” 
This means sound in action, but does not cover such 
— as may be honestly described as ‘a little 
stiff.”” 

In the last paragraph but two which says “ Horses 
sold with a warranty that they are quiet to ride or 
drive must also be workably sound, and not have any 
infirmity or disease that may render them incapable 
of reasonable work,’’ some ambiguity exists. The 
use of the word may in the sentence ‘‘ any infirmity 
or disease that may render etc.”’ seems to imply 
future incapability arising from some present defect. 
There are many infirmities which may render a horse 
incapable of reasonable work, but unless the incapa- 
bility is present the infirmity ought certainly not to 
be accepted as vitiating a warranty of “ quiet to 
ride.” Instead of may render” the sentence would 
be clearer if ‘‘ renders ’’ weré substituted. 

Horses that have been “ unnerved ”’ must be sold 
without any warranty “as to soundness in limb.’ 
This is not quite clear, as the phrase is not used 
any of the previous definitions or tules. Good Han- 
ters, Hacks etc., must be ‘‘not lame’’ which is vely 
different to ‘soundness in limb.”’ By these rules an 
unnerved horse could be sold as ‘a good hunter 
but not as “‘a good buggy horse’’ so that they are 
not framed merely to prevent imposition. An 
nerved horse may do useful work in any capacity but 
there is always a risk, and the operation is often 
difficult to detect. Would it not have been better © 
provide for “unnerving ” by adding it to the defin' 
tion of the first five descriptions so as to read “not 
lame and not unnerved.”’ 

The definition of ‘ good workers ”’ is excessive, as 
a horse with one eye might certainly be 2 8 
worker. 

On the whole the new rules are a great step 12 the 
right direction, and should prove beneficial to buyets; 
sellers, and auctioneers. w. H 
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HYDROCEPHALUS IN A CALF. 
By G. H. Witxiams, Cirencester: 


Penclose photograph of a calf with hydrocephalus 
which was being prepared for you when this week’s 
Record arrived with a print of a somewhat similar 
calf sent by Mr. J. D. Allman. There are two points 
worthy of additional notice, viz., that the tarsal 
joints have the construction of knees, and the fore 
limbs are much twisted, and each terminates in but 
a single digit. The measurement from the base of 
one ear over the tumour to the base of the other was 
four feet and four inches. 


FLATULENT COLIC. 
By James Duntor, M.R.C.V.S., Downpatrick. 


Mr. Hoare’s remarks on my treatment in cases 


of flatulent colic, which appeared in J'he Record of 
19th December, lead me to relate another case of 
the same disease which occurred on the 22ad October 
last. At 5p.m. an aged mare, about 15 hands high, 
was brought to my yard suffering from flatulent colic, 
the animal had been in the potato field during the 
day and was taken ill on a journey to town in the 
evening. 


OUTBREAK OF PLEURO-PNEUMONIA. 
On the 4th instant, Mr. H. King Shaw, F.R.C.V.S.. 


one of the veterinary inspectors to the London County 


Council, examined a cow on the premises of Mr. 
Evan Lloyd, 25a, Norfolk Street, Globe Road, Mile 
End, k., when he found her suffering from deci- 


ded lung mischief, and was suspicious of pleuro- 


pneumonia. The cow was slaughtered and a post- 
mortem examination made by Mr. Shaw, who was 
satisfied tat it was a long standing case of pleuro- 
pheumonia; this diagnosis was confirmed by the 
veterinary advisers to the Board of Agriculture. The 
premises have been declared an “infected place” 
and the whole of the cattle remaining on the premises 
(50 in number) are being slaughtered, a careful post- 
mortem examination will be made in each case. 

It appears that the diseased cow was one of five 
Which were purchased by Mr. Lloyd at Romford 
Market on November 4th last. Every effort is being 
made by the Board of Agriculture to trace any cattle 
that may have been in contact with the disease. 

E he last reported case of pleuro-pneumonia in 

ngland was that in Essex in March, 1896. 


On account of the mare being pregnant I departed 
from my usual custom of giving large doses of spt. 
turpentine. The following was given R oil Ojss., 
spt. turp. 3iij, sweet spt. nit. 3jss, sulph. ether 3jss, 
carbolic acid 35ij,M.ft. At 6.15 p.m. there was no 
improvement and oil 3viii, spt. turp. Zijss was given, 
this last dose was repeated every hour and quarter up 
to 11.15 p.m., and it was 12.20 a.m. before any re- 
laxation of the abdomen was observed ; 154 ounces of 
terebinthina in all was given. 1! am quite convinced 
had I followed my usual practice and given 10 ounces 
spt. turp. at the first duse the case would have been 
much less protracted, although she was a small 
animal. She did not exhibit any after symptoms of 
irritation and was discharged all right on the morn- 
ing of the 24th. It seems to me irrational to think 
from two to four ounces of terebinthina would be 
sufficient to arrest fermentation in the extensive ali- 
mentary canal of a horse. I would strougiy advise 
Mr. Hoare to give this treatinent a fair trial before 
he cond it. 

I have been using the trocar and canula for over 
20 years with varying results, but 1 have never had a 


‘case of abscess from puncture all those years. I 


—— 
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have been forced to operate twice and even three 
times on the same patient within twelve hours, with | Mr. R. W. Hadfield 


prevent soiling from without it is impossible to pre- 
vent it from within, i.c. from the bowel itself at the 
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ultimate success. Nevertheless my firm conviction 


is th t f the colon isa dangerous operation 
is that puncture o olon isa gerous opera Mr. W. Crawford 


and in the majority of cases quite unnecessary. I 
seldom resort to it now. 

I quote the following extracts from Mdller’s Veteri- 
nary Surgery, p. 275, ‘‘But though it is easy to 


moment of withdrawal of the canula.”’ Again 
at same page: ‘As, however, puncture is never 
without danger it is only justified by such pressing 
necessity as dyspnoea threatening life.” Again, page 
278, ‘In the Lyons Clinique the results were bad.” 

Mr. Hoare’s experience of chlorodyne certainly does 
not accord with mine, I have never seen it arrest the 
peristaltic action of the bowels, whereas morphia 
and atrophia administered hypodermically most 
assuredly do. 

I have to thank Mr. Hoare for the courteous and 
gentlemanly manner in which he has criticised my 
communication; it is in striking contrast to the 
rudely prigish, and prominently snobbish criticisms 
which have appeared in some recent issues of The 
Tiecord. 

- {In Mr. Hoare’s communication last week the word 
chloroform was printed in error for chlorodyne in the third 


line of last paragraph. } 


Royal College ot 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


THE EXAMINATIONS IN SCOTLAND. 


The written examination was held in Edinburgh 
and Glasgow on December 11th, and the oral and 
practical examinations on and between December 
16th and 23rd, when the following gentlemen passed 
their Final Examination, and (with the exception of 
Mr. W. D. Rees, who is under age) were admitted 
members of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons :— 


Mr. A. P. Beesley 
A. W. Findlay 
J. Knowles 


New 

‘Mr. H. Locke 
J. M. Walker 
W. L. Jones 
Mr. T. M. Ryan. 


Dick COLLEGE. 
Mr. W. Hunter Mr. W. T. Bolton 
W. Newman F. Richardson 
W. D. Rees { E. J. Bolton 
F. Wall M. Bray 
H. O. Thompson W. H. Campsall 
Mr. E. Martin. 
GLAsSGow COLLEGE. 
(Mr. H. MeVean 
A. S. Brooksbank 
Mr. W. Mackenzie. 
The following passed their Third (under four years 
course) Examination. 


New 
Mr. R. J. Bailey 


Mr. H. Ferrier 
H. G. Simpson * 
G. Thompson 


M. Webb * 


Mr. Syd. Robson 


Dick CoLLEce. 
| Mr. J. B. Kay 


Giascow COLLEGE. 
| Mr. A. Fraser 
Mr. J. Crawford. 


The following passed their Second Examination :— 


New 
Mr. G. A. Harrison 
J. Paul * 
Mr. J. Kelly. 
Dick COLLEGE. 
| Mr. P. Donovan 


GLascow COLLEGE. 
\Mr. J. P. Small 


H. Whipp 


Mr. R. R. Arthur 


Mr. R. Spittal 


D. Forwell J. McLeod * 
J. Murphy*  . | W. W. Lang * 
R. Porteous * A. K. Murray * 


The following passed their First Examination :— 


New 
| Mr. F. Moon 
Dick 
Mr. J. L. Siill. 
Gtascow COLLEGE. 
Mr. C. Bell. 


Marked thus * passed with 2nd Class Honours. 
{ Entitled to Register and receive his diploma, March 


29th, 1897. 


Mr. T. Parker | 


R. F.R.C.V.S., 
Sec., Board of Examiners. 


Norr.—In our report of the examinations in London, 
an asterisk was omitted opposite the name of Mr. W, 
Mulvey which would have indicated his obtaining 2nd 
Class Honours—a distinction which has not been gained 
by anyone in the final examination for the past three 
years. d 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


SOUTH DURHAM AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting of this Association was held on Friday, 
December 11th, 1896, in the North Eastern Hotel, Dar- 
lington, Mr. H. H. Roberts in the chair. There were 
also present Messrs. P. Snaith, Bishop Auckland ; A. 
Peele, West Hartlepool ; H. Peele, E. Gib- 
son, Sedgetield ; J. H. Taylor and W. N. Dobbing, Dar- 
lington ; and W. Awde, Stockton-on-Tees. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from 
Professor Williams and Mr. J. E. Peele, the latter being 
unwell. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken @& 


read and confirmed. 
Mr. Joun Wrison, M.R.C.V.S., Eaglescliffe, was elec- 


‘ted a member of the Association, and Dr. Hern an how 


orary associate, proposed by W. Awde, and seconded by 
J. H. Taylor. 


. 
A communication, 7 mallein, was read from the West 


of Scotland Association the consideration of which wé 


‘Mr. A. M. 
H. Ferguson * 
Mr. W. M. Ogilvy 


deferred till the next meeting, on the proposition 
Snaith, seconded by G. E. Gibson. 
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about the size of one’s fist which was soft and painful to 


opinion as to what the swelling was, but as the mare 


.and the mare made a good ey) I have since met 
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A FEW INTERESTING CASES. 
By J. H. Taytor, M.R.C.V.S., Darlington. 


ABSCESS IN THE RECTUM OF A MARE 


The patient was a cart mare, six years old, used for | 


farm work, and was attacked with colic about noon. She 
had been at work all morning and had shown no pain 
until brought into the stable at midday, very little dung 
had, however, been seen behind her in the morning, but 
as she seemed otherwise quite healthy she was sent to 
work. 

The mare was in slow pain, pulse 48, temp. 101°. A 
colic draught and a dose of physic was given, and the 
hand passed into the rectum to relieve it of its contents. 
About four inches in the rectum | found a sweélling 


pressure, in front of which was a quantity of hard dung, 
the removal of which caused pain. I examined the 
superior part of the vagina but found no enlargement 
there, so concluded that the tumour was confined to the 
rectum. A sloppy diet was ordered, warm injections 
given, and sedatives left to be given at such times when 
pain was shown. On my visit next morning the mare 
was much the same, no dung had been — and slow 
pain present, this having been more or less marked dur- 
ing the night. The rectum was again examined and re- 
lieved of its contents and the swelling was felt to be 
larger and more painful to pressure. I formed my 


— in no immediate danger thought I would not meddle 
with it. 

The same treatment was contined until next mornin 
when on my visit the swelling was much larger, an 
feeling sure that it contained pus pushed my finger into 
it, thus liberating a good pint of healthy pus. The parts 
were cleansed and + weed with carbolised oil on tow 
night and morning for a few days, when thecavity healed, 


two cases where I found thickened mucous membrane 
of the rectum forming a strong band, with the same 
symptoms, but on giving a dose of physic and sedative 
enemas the mucous membrane has resumed its proper 
condition in a few days. 


INVERTED UTERUS AND BLADDER IN a Cow. 


We are all well aware of the commonness of the first 
condition, but | think the latter is one only occasionally 
met with. 

On my arrival I found the uterus inverted, following 
her third calving, with the membranes attached. These 
were removed, the parts washed with potass, permang. 
solution, the organ returned in the usual way. When 
the uterus was almost returned I noticed at its inferior 
part a red globe-like swelling, which on further examina- 
tion when the uterus was returned was seen to be the 
bladder. With patience after well oiling and digital 
manipulation the bladder was returned and sutures put 
across the lips of the vagina, having no West’s clamp with 
me. The cow was propped up, an aperient given with 
sedatives to follow. Very little straining followed, and 
and in a few days the cow was up, doing well. 

This case I consider of particular interest to us, as one 
would think inversion of the cow’s bladder to be almost 
unpossible on account of the anatomical arrangement of 
the urethra in that animal. 


ABSCESS ON THE INFERIOR PART OF THE THORAX, 
RECOVERY, FORMATION or A RENAL ABSCESS, TWIST 
OF THE SMALL BoweELs, AND DeEatu. 

The patient was a bay cob used for hacking, and was 


membranes, dull, depressed appearance, no appetite, 
feces hard and covered with mucus. Pulse 40, temp. 
102°, respirations normal. 

A dose of physic was given, followed by stomachics 
and vegetable tonics, but little or no improvement took 
place beyond the cob eating a little at times ; the breath- 
ing, however, became a little more hurried. This con- 
tinued for about ten days, when the owner desired 
another opinion to that of my employer and self, and a 
consultation was arranged. 

The consultant was of opinion that hydrothorax was 
present and paracentesis thoracis was performed with a 
negative result and tonics recommended. No improve- 
ment was noticed, but about four days after the consul- 
tation the groom noticed that there was pain shown 
when then circingle was fastened round the rugs. This 
was mentioned to us on the next visit, and a painful 
swelling was felt on the inferior posterior aspect of the 
thorax. This was fomented with hot water each day 
for about a week, becoming larger and softer. It was 
lanced and a quantity of very fuetid pus escaped. The 
abscess was rather troublesome in healing, a sinus 
formed which had to be opened up, but eventually it 
did heal,.and the cob was put to his regular work. 

‘A couple of months afterwards on the groom coming 
into the yard riding the animal his good condition was 
remarked upon, the groom, however, casually said “ Yes, 
he’s doing well but has had one or two attacks of colic 
during the last fortnight, but a colic draught put him 
alright.” 

Ten days or so after this a message came to go and see 
the cob which was reported very i 

On arrival the animal was walking round and round 
the box, coldsweats bedewed the body, andevery symptom 
of death soon taking place was presented. Subcutaneous 
injections of morphia were given with no effect, and 
after waiting a couple of hours death took place. 

A post-mortem was made the next day, and a twist of 
the small intestines was easy to see had been the cause 
of death. All the other organs were healthy excepting 
the right kidney, in which was an abscess the size of a 
large walnut. My opinion was that this renal abscess 
was the result of the first one, some pus having been 
carried to it, that the growing of the abscess caused pain 
and the attack of colic before mentioned, and that the 
twist had taken place whilst the animal wasrolling about 
during the last fatal attack. 

This case is I think very interesting, as no cause of the 
illness was shown; for a fortnight the symptoms were 
altogether misleading. 


INTESTINAL ABSCESS AND DEATH. 


This was a well-bred brown mare, the property of my 
employer, having been his property eighteen months. 
For six months after the purchase she was much troubled 
with worms, they were however got rid of and she im- 
proved and did well. I had been driving her a longish 
journey in the afternoon, and an hour after my return 
she was attacked with colic. Everything was done to 
relieve her but to no effect, and after suffering about five 
hours she died. 

On making a post-mortem the next day inflammation 
of the whole intestinal tract was well marked, and on 
ye up the large bowels an abscess at the junction 
of the coecum and colon the size of one’s fist was noticed. 
No other lesions were present, and the question is : Were 
the worms which previously infected the mare the excit- 
ing cause for the Ramathen of this abscess. 


SPASM OF THE LARYNX IN A FOAL. 


This patient was a well-bred foal about ten months 
old, who would be quietly feeding, suddenly stop, gasp 


reported to be off his feed and not doing well. On 
arrival symptoms of indigestion were noti ; yellowish 


for breath, and roll over on his side as if dead, the spasm 
would then pass away, and the foal, after looking « Tittle 
surprised at what had happened, would continue eating. 
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Spasm of the laryngeal muscles was diagnosed, and a 
smart blister of hydrarg biniodi applied round the larynx 
which certainly did good, and the attacks were much re- 
duced in pees: bey One day, however, an attack lasted 
a little too long and the foal passed away beyond further 


treatment. 
INGUINAL HERNIA IN A 


This patient was a King Charles ens and a swell- 
ing had heen noticed in the inguinal region for a few 
months. It continued to get larger and advice was 
sought. 

I tried to reduce it, at first with no result, and as it 
was not painful nor inconvenient I advised the owner to 
leave it alone. She, however, wished it removed, so I 
consented to cut down upon it to see what it was, 
chloroform of course to be administered, but as the 
animal was a fat asthmatical lump of living tissue I 
thought it best to manage without it. 

The tumour was found to be the right horn of the 
uterus. A carbolised ligature was put on and the uterus 
amputated as far up as I could. i had rather a fright 
during the operation, with the dog fainting, but the 
wound eventually healed well; being dressed daily with 
carbolised oil, and argenti nitras when necessary. 


TUBERCULOSIS OF THE LIVER OF A Cow. 


The cow was about six years old ; the owner had had 
her two years, she always doing and looking well. She 
was reported off her feed, and on arrival we found her 
disinclined to eat, dull, depressed look, pulse 80, temp. 
107’, secretion of milk stopped and bowels constipated. 
An aperient drink and stimulant were given, ia next 
day she seemed brighter, her bowels acting freely. Pulse 
and temperature, however, were the same. Antifebrine 
was given which brought her temperature down to 
normal. This was discontinued next day and stimulants 
and stomachics given, and next day her temperature was 
up again. This continued for about ten days, the reduc- 


the box. I returned with the owner and on arrivalfound 
the animal dead. 

A post-mortem revealed a ruptured stomach, the rup- 
ture extending the whole length of the organ, the con- 
tents being amongst the abdominal viscera. The ques- 
tion is when did the rupture take place? I mention 
this case to learn from members their experience in such 
cases, for up to meeting this one, ruptures of the abdom- 
inal organs have always been pretty well marked during 
life. It shows how careful one ouglit to be sometimes. 
in giving a diagnosis of cases, for one is apt to get into 
bad repute, as I did in this instance. In fact it seems to 
me that before very long we shall have te carry about 
with us a camera with the means of passing the now 
celebrated X rays through our patients, to say exactly 
what is or is not the cause of the illness. 


TWIST IN THE SMALL INTESTINES IN A Pony. 


This is another interesting and uncommon case in the 
nature of the symptoms presented. The pony was 
noticed uneasy in the morning and a colic draught given, 
the pain continued at intervals during the day, the dose 
repeated, but no lasting relief being obtained we were 
sent for at night, as is usually the case. 

On arrival. the patient was standing still, pulse 36, 
tem’. 100°, no tympanitis or dangerous symptoms show- 
ing themselves, rectum empty, no feces having been 
passed since the night before. A dose of physic and a 
colic draught were given and the abdomen stimulated, 
and sedatives left to be given at necessary intervals when 
pain showed itself. 

Next morning I learnt the pony had had a little pain 
at intervals, a little flatus had been passed but no feces. 
Sedatives were continued, the abdomen well blistered 
with mustard and turpentine, and the enema syringe 
passed a couple of feet into the rectum, the enema re- 
turning without any discolouration. 

The pony got worse as the day advanced, and on m 
last visit, about 12 p.m., death seemed near at hand, 


tion of the temperature being only temporary, for as soon | No more medicine was given as it seemed of little use, 


as the antifebrine was discontinued up it went again. 
No food was taken, and the cow died. 
Post-mortem : All the organs healthy excepting the 
liver, which was much enlarged and one mass of nodules 
of tubercular material. 
This is another of the many instances that we meet 
with where diseases may exist, and have existed for a 


i rae having been tried, and about 2 a.m. the pony 
ied. 

On making a post-mortem next day a twist of the 
small intestines was easy to see, they being much in- 
flamed, thickened, and parts so dark coloured that one 
would suspect mortification before death. I should like 
you to discuss when the twist took place, for we certainly 


. 


: _ long’ period, without any serious interference to the | want a little light on such cases. al 
i apparent health of the animal, until a last illness ‘ m 
d attacks them, and organs in an advanced state of disease INverTED RecTUM IN A Sow. rs 
may be found. The patient was about a year old, had been to the Pe 

boar, and on returning home had commenced to strain, fe 


Two-Yrear-O_p Cart FILLy wirn RuprurEep 
STOMACH. 


When first seen, about 9.30 a.m., the filly was in a 
loose-box standing perfectly still, pulse 40, temp. 101°, 
no pain, breathing normal, rectum empty, membranes 
natural colour, extremities warm. 

She had been found lying in a field about 6.30 a.m. 
round about her being upturned earth as if she had been 
in pain, and acolic draught was given by her owner. 
She had not had any pain for half an hour before our 


Thinking naturally that this was a simple case of con- 


with the result that the rectum was forced down about 
a foot, the sow straining very violently at times. 

I had for my assistants the owner and his wife, and 
T must confess that the lady was the nhost useful of the 
two, as is often the case. The rectum was washed and 
smeared with carbolised oil, and after much trouble was 
returned, a towel passed in with it, and a clamp put 
through the anus. It was not the returning of the 
rectum which was the trouble, but the putting on of the 
clamp, for no sooner was the rectum returned and the 
teeth of the clamp touched the skin than the sow bolted 
round the candle-lighted, dirty, pig-house, and out cam: 


| 
arrival. 


| stipation a dose of physic was given, the abdomen stimu- | the towel and rectum. However, I made up my min hi 
| lated, and sedative medicine left to be given at intervals | to be as pig-headed as the sow herself, and at last got se 
if pain was shown, the owner to bring in word as to her | the clamp in position. A good dose of castor oil anda he 
| condition on his way into town at 2 p.m. sedative were given, and the sow left. sti 
He called and said that she was much about the same,! In the morning the clamp was removed, the towel pes 

had been up and down once or twice, and did not think | taken out, and a quantity of faeces taken away, the towe sti 

it was necessary to go again. and clamp being returned to the former position. cic 

He called again about 5.30 p.m. to say that we had| Next day the towel and clamp were removed, and the _ 

oO 


reetum relieved, and as no straining had taken place 
they were not replaced. The sow fattened and mate 
good pork. 


better go at once, as his servant had met him on his re- 
turn home to say she was much worse, sweats ap rearing 
all over the body, the animal walking round aad round 
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_ afterwards she was dead, having eaten a mash in the 
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Cystic CALcULUs IN A Dos. 


The patient was a little white toy terrier, and brought 
into the infirmary as it seemed in much pain when 
passing its urine, which was bloodstained. It had been 
unwell for a week previously, but beyond the usual 
amateur treatment nothing had been done. - 

The prognosis was unfavourable, as the little chap was 
in continued pain, and on passing urine, which it did 
frequently, it contained a a qnantity of blood. For a 
few hours before death, which took place twelve hours 
after its admission, nothing but blood came away. 

On making a post-mortem cystitis was most marked, 
the bladder being much thickened, and filled almost 
with blood, améngst which I found the caleulus I have 
the pleasure of showing you this evening. 


Sipe Bones. 
Exostosis, anchylosis of pastern joints, bony groove 
for tendons. History unknown. . 


TRAUMATIC PERICARDITIS IN A Cow. 


This case was peculiar, for certainly when last seen two 
days before death no suspicion as to such being present 
was entertained. The cow when first seen was suffering 
from tympanitis in a marked degree, and indigestion in 

neral. She was treated for indigestion and became a 
little better in a day or so, but after eating the rumen 
was distended with gas. 

The pulse was regular, 60 to the minute, and strong, 
the third time she was seen we thought she was doing 
alright and only wanted a little time. Three days 


morning and an hour afterwards was found breathing 
no more ; we then suspected the cause of death. 

The post-mortem showed us not far wrong, for on the 
left side coming into view, after the ribs were taken 
off, adhesion between the rumen and diaphragm was 
seen, and between the rumen and it was a lymph 
abscess the size of one’s fist. This was opened and the 
passage of the piece of wire I show you from the rumen 
to the cardiac sac was easily seen. There was a small 
wound in the heart caused by the wire. One would 
certainly have thought we should have had symptoms of 
pericarditis and an irritable heart’s action long before 
death, but such certainly was not the case. 

This, gentlemen, brings to a close my effort to fill the 
gap this evening. I thank you for your very kind | 
attention, and if we have a good discussion some of us 
may go home a little wiser than we came. I hope 
so, for I shall then be amply rewarded for the little 
time | have devoted to the writing of this summary of a 
few interesting cases. 


CLINICAL CASEs. 


_As this meeting was entirely given up to the con- 
sideration of clinical cases and each member asked to 
bring forward at least one, the following information was 
elicited :— 

Mr. G. E. Gipson was called to a Clydesdale mare a 
few days after she had been covered by the horse and | 
found her suffering from fractured dorsal vertebree. | 

After her death he found about two gallons of pus in the | 
chest which had been formed at the seat of fracture. 

_He also stated that the owner of a hunting mare asked | 
him to see her as she was about to be destroyed. When | 
seen the face and neck were denuded of hair, her legs | 
being in the same condition and swollen, the horn sub- 
stance of the hoofs being quite soft and easily penetra- | 
ted. From the owner's statement she had got into that | 
state after an illness of about three weeks, but he had de- | 
cided not to have her treated as he did not think she | 
was worth it! He mentioned a brain case in which he 
found pus in the cranial cavity, and described the symp- 
toms presented, 


Mr. P. SNartH showed a case of verrucose endocard- 
itis in a jng, the growth of which nearly occluded 
the cavity on account of its great size. Met with while 
making post-mortems for the Board of Agriculture. 
He also showed the skull of a sheep which was found 
dead. On making a post-mortem to ascertain cause of 
saine it was found to have hada blow on the head as the 
skull was fractured. 

He produced the os suffragiuis from a horse which 
ran away and after the accident was lame off-fore, and 
continued so for some weeks. An exostosis was felt on 
the lower part of the bone and blisters were applied with 
little or no benefit. As the case seemed hopeless it was. 
decided to destroy him. The animal, however, was in- 
sured against accidents and disease, brt the company 
concerned refused to pay for him, but offered the owner 
£5 without prejudice. it was surprising to find so small 
an amount of deposit on the bone considering the intense 
lameness present. 

Mr. A. PEELE then related a case of ruptured stomach 
in a horse which when first visited did not present such 
serious symptoms as to lead him to believe that he had 
such a grave lesion to contend with. 

Mr. RoBerts mentioned cases of pericarditis seen in 
cattle at various times, and also a swelling met with on 
the hind quarters of a cow. 

Mr. AwbeE showed a portion of a spleen taken from a 
three-year-old colt, the subject of so-called lymphade- 
noma. It was only seen once; the animal held its head 
stiffly, and on turning him round he did so quite easily 
to the near side but could not be persuaded to turn the 
other way round at all. On manipulation of the cervi- 
cal vertebre at the third bone he evinced pain on pres- 
sure. He had lost condition very much and was quite 
razor backed ; as he seemed likely to do no good he was 
destroyed. In addition to the state of his spleen he was 
informed that there was a growth of some kind attached 
to the spine just in front of the kidneys, no doubt of a 
tubercular character. Unfortunately he did not see the 
post-mortem himself, but had been unable to find out 
whether the colt was reared on cow’s milk or associated 
with them in any way. He also mentioned two cases of 
death in colts resulting from the presence of strongylus 
armatus. In the first profuse diarrhoea of a bloody 
character supervened, and death resulted after being ill 
about 24 hours. In the other there was incontinence of 
urine, slight abdominal pain manifested by the curling 
up of the top lip, great debility present and complete 
loss of appetite, only lived a few days after being seen. 
Any number of mature strongylus found in the large 
bowels and numerous cysts along the edge of the 
mesentery. 

A general discussion on the cases followed, and a 
hearty vote of thanks was proposed to Mr. Taylor for his 
paper by Mr. Awde, nad to by Mr. H. Peele, and car- 
ried unanimously. 

W. Awpe, Hon. Sec. 


GLASGOW VETERINARY COLLEGE M.A. 


Ata meeting of the Members of this Society convened 
within the Theatre of the College—Principal M’Call in 
the chair—the following gentlemed were awarded the 
Honorary and Fellowship Diplomas of the Society :— 
Messrs. H. G. Simpson, Windsor ; Hugh Ferrier, Bath- 


gate; George Thompson, Rushyford, Durham; Hugh 


M’Vean, Duntocher : William M’Kenzie, Market Dray- 
ton; William Flane, Belturbet, Cavan ; A. 8S. Brooks- 
banks, Govan. 
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EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


A GOOD EXAMPLE. 


At the recent meeting of the Darlington Chamber of 
Agriculture Mr. J. Hutton, M P., replying on behalf of 
the House of Commons said—‘“ He would remind them, 
however, that the house of Commons was not respon- 
sible for every order issued ; not, for instance, the one 
recently issued by the Board of Agriculture defining a 
county boundary for swine-fever. He could not but 
think that the Board had been guided more by pro- 
fessional experts than by practical men. (Laughter and 
applause).” 

Now the laughter and applause saddles the blame on 
the veterinary advisers of the Board and shows that the 
agriculturist, ignorant of our departmental degradation, 
still imagines the measures against disease are directed 
by veterinarians. A Member of the House of Commons 
ought to have known better but we do not specially 
blame Mr. Hutton. No doubt as a man of common 
sense he thought veterinary work would be done by 
veterinary experts. He did not know the tortuousness 
of the Board of Agriculture. Fortunately a veterinary 
surgeon was present and took the earliest opportunity 
of publicly explaining the state of affairs by a letter to 
The par Bam Echo. ere is his letter and it is a good 
example for all practitioners to follow under similar 
circumstances :— ; 

“V0 the Editor of the Northern Echo. 

Dear Sir,—-In attending the Chamber of Agriculture 
dinner last night it was my misfortune to hear Mr. 
John Hutton, ‘LP. whilst making a speech, deliver a 
gratuitous and undeserved insult to a noble profession. 
In his speech, ve swine-fever and a new regulation said 
to come from the Veterinary Department, he sneered at 
the utility of it, and expressed a doubt as to a veterinary 
inspector's capacity. As an exhibition of crass ignor- 
ance as far as concerns the different departments of the 
Government, commend me to this from Mr. John 
Hutton, M.P.—In explanation I would remind him that 
there was and is no veterinary department either in the 
last or the present Government since the retirement of 
Professor Brown. A retired army officer without train- 
ing or knowledge has been promoted to the head of an 
animals department, and our profession is only consulted 
when he becomes incapable. Your “queer regulations” 
and impotence in treating swine-fever are due to him, 
and not to a profession but for whose existence our 
country would now be suffering from rinderpest, foot-and- 
mouth disease, and pleuro-pneumonia. — Yours obediently, 
G. J. Harvey, M.R.C.V.S.” 


PROFESSOR COSSAR EWART ON ZEBRA 
HYBRIDS. 


On the 19th ultimo, the inaugural address to the 
members of the Edinburgh University Agricultural 
Society was delivered by Professor Cossar Ewart, of the 
Natural History Chair in the Edinburgh U niversity. 
Professor R. 5. M‘Dougal, Professor of Botany in the 
New Veterinary College, presided, and there was a large 
attendance. 

Professor Cossar Ewart, in commencing his lecture 
referred to the invaluable service rendered to man by 
the horse. He next proceeded to speak of the zebra 
which, in the dim and distant past, came from the same 
stock as the horse. Exclusive of the quagga, which was 


varieties of zebras found in Africa, namely, the moun- 
tain zebra— Equus Zebra, the Somaliland—Lquus Grevyi, 
and the zebra of the plains—Hguus Burchelli. He had 
been anxious to try a cross between a zebra and a horse, 
partly with a view of throwing more light on the ques- 
tion of telegony, or “the infection of the germ,” and 
partly because he believed that animals of such a cross 
would be able to resist the attack of the dreaded tsetse 
fly, which worked such appalling ravages among the 
equine stocks of South Africa. For this object he had 
tried to enlist the sympathy and secure the assistance of 
the authorities at the Cape, and also of the authorities 
of the Zoological Gardens, London, but he got no assis- 
tance from either of these quarters. He was therefore 
thrown on his own resources, and on learning that there 
was a superb zebra at the Zoological Gardens, Antwerp, 
he set about securing him. This was the only available 
mature male Burchelli’s zebra in Europe, and he (the 
Professor) had no resource but either to secure him or 
leave the experiment over for another year. Matoppo, 
for that was the animal’s name, had proved a successful 
sire in the Antwerp Gardens, but it had only been found 
ssible to mate him with zebras of his own species. 
ast summer, when at the Professor’s place at Penicuik, 
Matoppo had certainly proved very fastidious, for, in- 
stead of leaving a large crop of foals, he had only left one, 
but as a cross between a male zebra and a mare had pro- 
bably never been obtained before, that one solitary foal 
was something to be thankful for. The dam of this foal 
was Mulattv, an Island of Rum pony, which had been 
lent for the experiment by Lord Arthur Cecil, who was 
deeply interested in the investigation. It was her first 
foal, and next year, it was hoped, she would have a foal 
to an Arab sire, and if that foal showed the characteristic 
zebra markings of the zebra hybrid which she bred this 
year, that would be clear proof of the theory of the in- 
fection of the germ. The zebra-hybrid foal, Romulus 
by name, showed all the markings of the zebra, but what 
was curious was that it showed more of the characteristic 
markings of the Somaliland zebra than of the Burchell’s 
zebra. This, the Professor attributed to reversion of 
type, the Somaliland zebra being of an older and 
more primitive type than the Burchell’s zebra. 
Within a minute after its birth it was rushing 
about as if it were a young zebra, whose existence de- 
pended on his at once joining the troop, of which its sire 
was a member. Though now undoubtedly tame, it was 
still remarkably energetic, and seemed to enjoy nothing 
so much as coursing about its paddock, as if it were 
escaping from some dreaded foe. He believed there was 
a great future before zebra hybrids, not only in Africa, 
but also in the East and West Indies, as they might not 
only be able to resist the attacks of the tsetse fly, but 
would also be bigger and stronger than any of the pure 
zebras.—-Vorth British Agriculturist. 


LISTER THE FIRST MEDICAL PEER. 


The honour which ‘has fallen upon Sir Joseph Lister 
is of a twofold character. Not only has Sir Joseph been 
raised to the peerage, but he has earned the distinction 
of being the first medical man whose services to humat- 
ity have gained for hima seat in the House of Lords. 
The question of making peers of medical men has re 
peatedly been discussed, both within the profession all 
outside of it. The names of several distinguish 
physicians and surgeons have from time to time been 
mentioned in connection with such an honour. But the 
ange to make medical peers ‘has so far never foun 
avour with the highest in the land. Objections of 2 
sentimental nature were always to the fore. It was el 


now all but extinct, there were still living three different 


that the proper place of a medical man was at the bet 
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side of the sick ; that his mission in life was incompatible 
with the claims and responsibilities of nobility, and that 
no matter how much he had rendered humanity indebted 
to him, his rewards for so doing were amply provided by 
the wealth which a distinguished professional position 
enabled him to acquire. However, it will probably be 
held teat Sir Joseph Lister has been made a peer not on 
account of his capacity as a surgeon, but rather because 
of his attainments as a scientific man. In other words, 
that the intention has been to honour science and not 
medicine. If such a live of argument be taken it can 
only be said that medicine gains rather than loses by the 


distinction. For, indeed, all the scientific work that Sir | 


Joseph has done has been in connection with medical 
science. Nota hundred years ago it could be said that 
medical science, as such, had no existence ; that medical 
men could not become scientists in their profession be- 
cause their profession was not a scientific one. But 
time has made vast changes in this respect ; a rebuke of 
this nature has now no foundation in fact. Every year 
as it passes adds to the firm basis of scientific investiga- 
tion upon which modern medicine and surgery rests. 

Sir Joseph experimented long and extensively with 
the view of determining the cause of suppuration, but 
with no definite result. It the course of time, however, 
Pasteur’s discoveries on fermentation came under his 
notice, and then it was that Sir Joseph felt that he had 
the solution of the problem within his grasp. From that 
time he evolved the principle from which he has never 
swerved, that pathogenic germs must be excluded from 
wounds if suppuration is to be avoided. He has chan- 
ged, of course, from time to time the technique of his 
treatment, and this has been urged against him that 
what has been Listerism at one period is not Listerism 
at another. But Sir Joseph has never made any pre- 
tension to lay down a hard and fast rule as to the tech- 
nique of his system. All that he has maintained and 
shown as Listerism is that wounds treated by his system, 
by which pathogenic germs are excluded from the seat 
of operation, will heal by first intention without any sup- 
puration. 

Concerning the personality of Sir Joseph there are 
several noteworthy features, and one is his remarkable 
admiration for his profession. This feature has been 
greatly impressed upon those with whom he has come 
into close ere contact. He has ever regarded 
the work of ministering to the sick and suffering from a 
high ideal, and it has been said of him that no trouble 
was too great for him to take over his hospital patients. 
~-Daily News. 


THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON HORSE- 
BREEDING. 


_ The proposals of the Royal Commission on Horse- 
Breeding for the coming season, approved by the Lords 
of the Treasury, have received the sanction of her 
Majesty. 

It may with perfect justice be said that the Royal 
( ommission on Horse Breeding has done some excellent 
work since it was called into existence nearly ten years 
azo to administer the fund made available by the dis- 
continuation of those useless races known as “Queen’s 
] ates.” At that time, to quote the first report which 
the Commission cram to Parliament, it was “a 
matter of common notoriety that, year after year, the 
nee Kingdom has been swept by the agents of foreign 
omens for the stallions and mares best. suited to 
a purpose, and they have been bought with public 
with y one taken from the country, frequently at prices 
i neh it Was impossible for private enterprise suc- 

ssitly to compete. The consequence of this has been 


that, with the exception of the highest class of stallions 
and mares for the Snation of racehorses, this country 
has been left for the most part with the inferior and 
often unsound animals which the foreign agent has 
rejected, and the result has been a gradual but marked 
deterioration in the general breed for which England 
was at one time famous.” That this was a true delinea- 
tion of the state of affairs as it existed eight or ten years 
ago no one who is at all familiar with the subject would 
deny, but although in that space of time it would be im- 
possible for the mischief to be righted, some little good 
ought to have been done and the way prepared for the 
breeding upon an ever-increasing scale of sound horses 
as the progeny of the thoroughbred sires which the 
Royal Commission has been subsidizing. It is according 
as to whether this question is answered in the negative 
or the affirmative that the work of the Royal Commis- 
sion must be condemned or approved, and although 
there are critics who hold that the fund might do more 
good if spent in some different way, the balance of en- 
lightened opinion is that the Royal Commission has 
taken the right line and has rendered very real service 
by securing for breeders a class of stallion, more or less 
guaranteed to be sound and suitable for the procreation 
of half-bred stock, at a fee far below what they would 
have had to pay before, even if they would have found 
such a horse. The most striking evidence, perhaps, of 
the good which has been effected is the decreasing pro- 
portion of stallions which fail to pass the veterinary in- 
spection at the annual show, and this will be in part due 
to the conviction that it is useless to enter horses which 
are not capable of coming well out of this test. 
The proportion is still rather higher than one 
would like to see it, but then it must be remem- 
bered that most of the horses have been through 
a severe racing career, which so often leaves its mark 
behind it, whereas the stallions at the cart-horse 
and hackney shows have few of them ever done a 
day’s work. It is, however, of little use to have sound 
and suitable stallions if they are mated with unsound 
mares, and it is a question whether the local committee 
which is appointed in each of the 12 districts in order 
to regulate the service of the premium stallions should 
not be instructed to provide that only sound mares 
should be sent to them. There might be some little 
trouble at first in arranging this, but the difficulty would 
not be insurmountable. 

The general conditions provide that each stallion 
winning a premium shall serve at least 50 half-bred 
mares at a fee not exceeding 42s. 6d., no stallion being 
eligible to win more than four years in the same district, 
though his owner is at liberty to enter him the fifth 
vear in some other class, and this has already been done 
in the case of several premium winners, such as Moss 
Hawk, Homely, and Marioni. The definition of un- 
soundness likely to prove hereditary, and therefore dis- 
qualifying horses entered at this show, was agreed upon 
three or four years ago and has since undergone no 
change, the diseases scheduled being roaring, ringbone, 
unsound feet, navicular. disease, spavin, and cataract. 
These diseases have to be looked for by .the veterinary 
inspectors ; but the judges are recommended to pay 
special attention to the conformation of hocks and feet, 
and every endeavour is made to insure the selection of 
the right sort of horse.—The 7'imes. 


The Rival Microbists. 


Dr. Edington, the Cape bacteriologist, has not allowed 
to pass unchallenged Mr. Pitchford’s claim to be the 
possessor of a flourishing colony of rinderpest-microbes, 
nor Mr. Pitchford’s assertion that the original discover 
of the rinderpest microbe is Dr. Simpson, of Calcutta. 
He pane out, in a letter to the Cape Times, that Mr. 
Pitchford gives no data whatever in proof of his state- 
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ment that the microbe culture at his field-hospital in 
Natal is that of rinderpest, and he rather scores by call- 
ing attention to the fact that Dr. Simpson’s communica- 
tion to the Microscopical Society of Calcutta, which 
forms the ground of Mr. Pitchford’s assertion, was styled 
a “preliminary” notice by the author himself, and con- 
tains no evidence of the actual discovery of the microbe. 
Dr. Edington offers to place the results of his investiga- 
tions freely at the disposal of Dr. Kock, who is now in 
Cape Coluny. Meanwhile the rinderpest has been 
arrested at the Orange River, not by inoculation, but by 
a sanitary cordon, through which no animal from the 
infected districts 1s allowed to pass, and which fumigates 
passengers in the goodold cholera style. In Matabeleland, 
where the domestic cattle were estimated at 100,000 be- 
fore the plague, practically none are left ; and in Bech- 
uanaland only a few thousands out of about a million.— 
Chemist and Druggist. 


MISTAKES IN DIAGNOSIS. 


In an address “Some Surprises and Mistakes ” deliver- 
ed at the surgical section of the Royal Academy of 
Medicine in Ireland, on Friday, November 13th, 1896, 
Mr. William Thomson, President of the Royal College of 
Surgeons in Ireland, said :—Let me turn tothe other 
topic upon which I have still to speak to you— “ mis- 
takes.” I confess to having made some in my life. It 
is often complained that we hear much of the successes 
of surgery and medicine, but little of the failures and 
hardly ever of theerrors. I am not ashamed to say that 
I have erred in diagnosis, and I know that I have seen 
others blunder too. When one is in that unpleasant 
predicament it is satisfactory to know that he is in good 
company-—always supposing that the patient does not 
suffer from his default I am afraid that there are none 
whocan truly claimomniscience, although they sometimes 
look as if they did. But so long as surgery 1s what it is, 
errors will be committed ; and perhaps it would help to 
make them less if we were only courageous enough to say 
so; to point out wherein we failed, and to give some 
warning to others which might help to save them from 
mistakes. 

In the few cases I have noted in this discursive way I 
have mentioned the most interesting—those from which 
some instruction maybe gathered by others as it has 
been by me. As one grows older and gets beyond the 
trammels of the books he realises one or two things very 
sharply—the fact that our diagnoses have reached a very 
high standard of accuracy, and the other fact that there 
is still a percentage of cases in which the symptoms are 
so confusing that mistakes must be met with if we bind 
ourselves to a definite opinion. Still there are some 
which ought not to be made if examination is thoroughly 
carried out. And therefore the lesson which we should 
seek to teach in this matter is thorough and pains- 
taking searching out of the meaning of signs and 
symptoms. 

_ There are some cases which are so plain to the exper- 
ienced surgeon that he can readily come to a decision. 
Probably he will be right in the majority of instances. 
But I have seen this facility grow into a dangerous 
habit. I have no respect for what T may call “ snap-shot 
diagnosis.” The first glance almost may be enough to 


tary ag gree of how to examine a patient ; and per- 
sonally I should estimate more highly the student who 
knows how to set about finding out the disease, although 
he might in the end be wrong, than of a diagnosis 
which chanced to be correct without sufficient justifica- 
tion for it. 

Weare not omnipotent or omniscient. There is no 
one who, if he has seen much work, can claim to be free 
from mistakes. They dog the steps of the best of us. 
He will do well who recognises this early, and tries to 
learn the important truths they teacl—that we must not 
rely upon wy i inspiration to help us to a diagnosis, but 
that it must be reached, if at all, by means which are 
open to everyone—the diligent seeking out and the just 
weighing of facts.— Brit. Med. Journal. 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE INSPECTORSHIPS. 


A man may be brave to the last extremity on the field 
of battle, and may hold his own life very lightly when 
face to face with his country’s enemies. Such a man 
is of course entitled to marks of honour. But it never 
yet has been made clear,. either how such a man, by 
services on the battlefield, can be specially fitted for the 
post of veterinary inspector, under the Board of Agricul- 
ture, or how the appointment toa cattle or swine inspec- 
torship can be counted a fitting laurel wreath for mili- 
tary prowess. Or again, a politician may have all the 
qualities of an orator, a statistician, or even a statesman, 
and yet be deficient of that special knowledge requisite 
and necessary, one would suppose, in an inspector to 
whom is entrusted the welfare and care of our flocks and 
herds. How comes it then that, with scarcely a single 
exception, the staff of inspectors in whose hands are 
placed the keys of death or life as far as our farm stock 
is concerned, is composed of retired army officers, or car- 
pet-bag politicians of a past generation! This is one of 
the mysteries that agriculturists specially would like to 
have cleared up; for until such oss been done, there 
must necessarily be great friction when these question- 
able officers see fit to make havoc on our swine herds 
as they have been doing latterly. Bearing on this point 
it is interesting to note the London correspondent of 
The Shefield Independent writing the other day in the 
following strain :—“ It is not surprising that there should 
be some murmuring in the rural districts about the 
decisions of the inspectors of the Board of Agricultwe 
It is not always that the qualification for such = 
is a knowledge of the diseases of animals. Some 
recent decisions about swine fever are in By 
mind, and they recall the fact that these aj 
pointments have been made on personal and politica 
grounds. It is amusing to meet a hack politicial 
learnedly discoursing about the diseases of cows, wi? 
was until he became attached to the department wholly 
innocent of a single bovine ailment, and to see a literaly 
man telling a farmer that his pigs have got swine fevel 
when before he entered on his duties he had not himse! 
ever seen a case in his life. But this is what we ha? 
to expect under present conditions.” The sooner such @ 
questionable state of affairs is altered and improv 
upon the better for agriculture. Politicians and arly 
officers are both useful members of society 1 thelt 
proper sphere ; but it is pretty clear that these makers 
and healers of international sores cannnot be in. the 


settle the question at issue, but nevertheless th ini 
then formed ought to be made as sure as ponaitile ey thee 
careful and systematic examination of the patient. We 
should cultivate this habit ourselves, and we should 
teach our pupils how to acquire it and practise it. 
Whoever has examined much at the bedside knows 
how often the candidate seems to want the most elemen- 


proper sphere when tilling these inspectorships. te 
unreasonable to put an army officer or a spent poor 
to diagnosing animal diseases as it would be to expe” 
sailor to measure one for a suit of clothes with a 4 

rant.— The Spalding Guardian. 
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ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


“off the line” altogether, but had in my mind’s eye a 
saying about truly great men frequently being modest 


Extract from London Gazette, dated Jan. 1st, 1897 :— | Me?- Of course authors frequently assume the initia- 


Vet.-Lieut. T. E. W. Lewis, is seconded for service 
with the Egyptian Army. Dated 18th Dec., 1896. 

Vet.-Lieut. A. H. Lane from the seconded list, to 
be Fet.-Lieutenant vice T. E. W. Lewis. Dated 18th 
December, 1896. 


Vet.-Major J. J. Philips arrived from India 2nd inst., 
having completed his tour of service in that country. | 


Extract from London Gazette, dated Jan. 5th, 1897. 

The undermentioned gentlemen to be Vet.-Lieu- 
tenants. Dated Jan. 6th, 1897 :— 

H. M. Lenox-Conyngham in succession to Vet.-Major 
J. Hammond, retired. 

F. H. Shore, on augmentation. 

W. A. Pallin. on augmentation. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE PROPOSED NEW VETERINARY ACT. 
Dear Sir, 

If the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons seriously intend to apply for a new “Act” to 
exempt members of the R.C.V.S. in regular practice from 
attending juries, would it not be also advisable for that 
corporation to consider a few .other matters interesting 
the profession, such as the minimum scale of fees to be 
paid to practitioners: when they are compelled by 
subpena to attend courts of law and give.evidence up- 
on matters of fact ; the rebatement of Income Tax allow- 
ed to veterinary practitioners ; and the compulsory pay- 
ment of an annual registration fee for the privilege of 
practising veterinary medicine, surgery etc. This last 
question, if it became law, would do more to stamp out 
empiricism by non-registered men than the good old Act 
of 1881. The profession must be progressive, and I trust 
that some of our readers will discuss these matters 


tive, and Captain Hayes may be inaugurating a new, 
and to my mind, undesirable custom. 

Now (lest I be dubbed a shirker of argument) for Mr. 
Leeney. He states that equine locomotion in this 
country was not understood until Marey and Muybridge 
recorded their observations. Well, who said it was 
understood? I did not. I simply make the statement 
that more English veterinarians are indebted to Major 
Smith for their knowledge of equine locomotion than to 
Marey, and nothing Mr. Leeney has yet written has 
proved otherwise. a for the action of the reviewers, 
well and good. _ | hope Captain Hayes’ book will also 
beaeceived by them with “a universal pean of praise,” 
but pray let us leave that to them. 

Mr. Leeney’s last paragraph is simply another erron- 
eous assumption. | did not pretend to judge the merits 
of the new edition—I was speaking up to the date of 
Captain Hayes’ last letter but one and not after. Charges 
of plagiarism and pretensions to originality can easily be 
escaped by employment of inverted commas and brackets 
without writing letters to the press.—-Yours sincerely, 

G. MAYALL. 

P.S.—l thank Mr. Hurndall very much for his 
interesting communication ve “ Wart-wort.” 


“A CANDID FRIEND.” 
SIR, 

I am emboldened by your publication of “ A Country 

Reader’s” very free criticism to offer a few words on the 
subject of improving our weekly journal. First let me 
thank you for the pluck which initiated a venture no 
one seemed very keen to undertake nine years ago. 
The Veterinary Record has done good service to the 
profession in many ways, and the hours which must 
| have been devoted to it by the editor are not overlooked 
_by some grateful readers. Nothing is perfect, and I 
hope I may say that some improvement is possible in 
| your work. Following “A Country Reader” I offer a 
few remarks :— 


a... | Editing Manuscript. 1 have no personal complaint 
ensington. Henry Gray. | to make on this score. The few communications I have 
ee | sent have appeared as I wrote them but in one the 

EQUINE LOCOMOTION (SO-CALLED). _ printer rather made my meaning dubious by his negli- 

Sir, _gence. Ought not a careful editor to see that his 


Captain Hayes being an author I am somewhat sur- | printer's errors are corrected? | agree that alterations 


prised that when he accuses me of being such an! which alter the sense or omit whole paragraphs should 


assertive gentleman he should pin his faith to one mean- | 
ing of a word and one dictionary, and by so doing bring | 
a groundless charge against himself. [I am sure it is | 
quite unnecessary for me to tell him that the shades of | 
sense and meaning in the same word may be very 

numerous. But to revert to his own method. I turn up | 
the first English dictionary I have at hand and find that | 
the word “disparagement” means “ wndervaluation,” | 
“unfavourable comparison,” “adverse criticism.” It is | 
a rather weak and time-worn custom of debate to hint 
that a man is young or to say that you don’t know him 
(such are no doubt very severe smacks in the face to the 
ee or unknown one, but they don’t advance argu- 
ment). | 


Captain Hayes’ letters were written to a hebdomadal | 


journal, circulating almost exclusively among veteri- | ; 
and I must confess that I see in other papers articles of 


nary surgeons, and I, as a veterinary surgeon, thought 
them in bad taste, and still think so. I don’t say he was 
wrong, | merely enter my protest against them, and in 
doing so Lam led to a great extent by precedent. [have | 
seen letters in the press on subjects that interested them | 
by Kipling, Barrie, Grant Allen, Quiller Couch, Galli-| 
enne, ete., and letters in manuscript by Ruskin, Waugh, | 
and Ben Brierley, but never noticed the frequent men- 

tion of one of their own works. I was thus not talking 


be submitted to the writer before publication. 

Acknowledging Correspondence. 1 think it is not 
courteous to a correspondent for an editor to fail in 
acknowledging his articles. 1 do not mean that a letter 
should be written, but that a note should appear in the 
correspondence column. 

Ertra Columns. 1am unable to say if a permanent 
enlargement of the paper would pay but I do think that 
it would be a good thing because the extra matter would 
be sure to meet the wants of some readers. ‘ 

Krtracts and Notes. Uf space permitted I agree with 
“ \ Country Reader” that this part of 7he Record might 
be ae The extracts you do publish are always 
well chosen and interesting but there is not enough of 
them. Some translations from foreign journals would 
be interesting but | recognise the difticulty of selection 


very doubtful value. 

Society Mectings. Your position as a “ weekly” has 
its advantages and disadvantages. When we had only 
“monthlies” the societies proceedings were dreadfully 
stale and bald. Now they have much improved, but 
some require editing freely. Columns of matter about 
local rules, squabbles about retiring members or non- 
payment of aoe are repulsive. Nearly as bad are 
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wane saying only that “Mr. So-and-So read a most 
able and learned paper which was followed by a good 
discussion in which Messrs. —— and —— took part.” 
No doubt the secretaries send you reports which they 
expect to see printed, but surely they might permit some 
editorial revision of utterly uninteresting matters. 

Clinical Cases.—I do not understand men requirin 

yment for these. No medical paper pays for them, an 

Thee not yet noticed any improvement in the veterin- 
ary columns which have adopted this system of attrac- 
tion. For well written special articles all papers pay 
and I should think The Record might attract some good 
writers by offering terms for such communications. May 
I suggest that one subject is greatly neglected by-all our 
journals both veterinary and medical—therapeutics. 
Some say it is too empirical to be of value, but practical 
men might supply many useful facts as to the actions, 
doses and use of drugs. For example there was an 
article by Mr. Rutherford on “ Indian Hemp,” your 
readers could do with more of that sort. 

You will, I hop2, pardon me making all these sugges- 
tions. I do so only that we may have the best available 
weekly journal. I am not dissatisfied, and I honestly 
congratulate you on what you have done. Our numbers 
are and must be insufficient to afford us a purely pro- 
fessional weekly journal such as some trades and pro- 
fessions have. If weall co-operate we may perhaps meet 
all reasonable requirements. A Town READER. 


Sir, 
There is one item upon which I find myself in agreement 


with your candid friend—the Societies’ Reports. 
have read most of them from the time 7hv Record first 
appears, and on many occasions with a feeling of more 
than indifference. I, too, think that a portion—in some 
cases a large portion--of the space might be better filled. 
I do not want to be told that “ Mr. complimented 
Mr. on his admirable prt This formula, with 
slight variations, was repeated I think half-a-dozen times 
on a not very remote occasion ; and at the conclusion a 
vote of thanks to the essayist was passed by the meeting. 
If I recollect rightly, on that occasion the paper con- 
sisted simply of good, honest, clinical work, not at all 
calling for the eulogistic tone adopted. Again, many 
a paper that serves its purpose well at a meeting makes 
but a poor show in pep and a distant reader would 
be better pleased with a good abstract of it. 

There is a per contra. In one society I know the 
omnes a this printed — for the minute book ; 
but probably the MS. could returned to the secre- 
taries if the Editor were given a free hand with the 
report. One part of the reports we cannot spare—the 
attendance list. | With the example of the medical pro- 
fession before us we should note carefully those men who 
show a want of corporate feeling. 

I should like to say more, but time presses. I should 
never have said so much but for A Country Reader’s “bold 
adventure,” and only hope that my remarks may not be 
taken as an impertinence, but as an expression of indi- 
vidual opinion.—Yours obediently, 

SoutH Country. 


V.S. AS OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY FOR 
PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS. 


Dear Sir, 
There was a case tried on New Year’s day of the pre- 


sent year at a London police court, the i ‘ 

which might interest your 
belonging to a large firm of London brewers was stopped 
in the street on the previous evening, by a constable. for 
cruelty to a horse, and was then and there (notwith- 


own bail of £5, with the instruction that he was to ap- 
pear next morning at 10 o’clock, and the horse was 
taken to the Green Yard and detained for the night. 
He (the drayman) was there next morning, and on the 
case being called on the constable gave evidence that his 
attention was called to the horse by a veterinary sur- 
geon, that he then took the man into custody (notwith- 
standing that he offered to give his address and lead the 
horse home, about four miles) and the horse to the Green 
Yard. The veterinary surgeon was then called, who de- 
posed that he saw the horse the evening before very lam 
that he called the policeman’s attention to it, that heh 
examined the animal and found that he was suffering 
from a thickened tendon and a sidebone, but that he 
was very much better that morning. Asked by the 
magistrate if the horse showed signs of pain etc., he said 
no, it was a splendid animal and in good condition. | 
was then called for the defence, and I said I considered 
it a case of excess of zeal on the constable’s part, that 
the horse had been shod the day before and had been 
shod tov close, and that no doubt after standing an hour 
and a half outside a public-house that he did limpa 
little, and I then asked his Worship to see for himself, 
as the horse was just outside, which, however, he did 
not do. In discharging the prisoner the Magistrate said 
that he never ought to have appeared in the dock at all, 
that the most they could have ies was to summon him, 
which would have been wrong, and that the Act was 
never meant to apply to cases of this sort 

Now sir, how does the: veterinary surgeon come out! 
It appears to me it would have been a kinder action on 


1 | his part if he had told the man to take the horse to the 


nearest infirmary, but no, he calls a policeman, has a re- 
spectable man hauled off to the police station like a thief, 
makes him lose a day’s pay, and keeps me cooling my 
heels about a police court a whole morning absolutely for 
nothing. If this is to be the veterinary surgeon of the 
future, then (we have heard of Prudes on the prowl) an 
added horror will be tacked on to the present terrors of 
driving in London. 

Apologising for troubling you at this length, yours 
faithfully, H. D. Gresrnes, 


WART-WORT. 


R, 
Euphorbia helioscopia, wart-wort, or sunpurge 
described by Mr. Donald is right. The juice of plant be 
ing used as an escharotic to warts. The juice of many 
kinds of spurge is so acrid that it corrodes the body 
wherever it is applied, hence it is dropped on warts and 
corns to remove them, and in the hollow of a decay 
tooth to remove the pain by destroying the nerve, a? 
it has been rubbed behind the ear to give relief im 


toothache by blister - 
B. EGGLETON. 


A CORRECTION. 


DEAR SI 
With reference to your notice of our Izal Automat 
Disinfector in your issue of December 12th, kindly note 
that the inventor of this apparatus is not Mr. Chamber 
as stated, but Mr. V. Barrett-Lennard, of Bromley, Ket 
We have purchased the invention, and are manuf 
turing them.— Yours faithfully, 
For Newton, CHAMBERS & Co., Lo 
=r 
Communications, Books, Recervep—Mess™ 
J.W.Conchie, H. Gray, B. Eggleton, H. D. Gibbins 
G. Mayall, James Dunlop, G. H. Williams (encl.) J. Dons!* 
G. H. Bell. ‘A Town Reader,” ‘‘ South Country. Belo 
The Points of the Horse (2nd edition), The Northern on 
Darlington and Stockton Times, The Daily Chronicle (Ge0 


standing his protests) taken to a police stati 
and duly locked up. Eventually 


town, B. Guiana). 
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